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Longridge  Urban  District  Co 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1941. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Longridge  Urban  District  Council. 

■Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  Longridge  for  the 
year  1941.  It  is  abbreviated  as  in  previous  war  years. 

The  area  of  the  Urban  District  is  unchanged. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  district  have  been  satisfactory  although  the  requirements 
of  the  services,  in  terms  of  man  and  woman  power,  have  naturally  produced  some  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  relative  proportions  of  the  respective  age  groups  of  the  population. 

Employment  throughout  the  year  has  been  good. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  acres  . 

Population  (Census  1031)  . 

Estimated  Population  (Mid  1941)  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  193.1) 
Number  at  the  end  of  1941  (Rate  Books) 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 


.  3,285. 

.  4,158. 

.  4,209. 

.  1,067. 

.  1,219. 

£23,575. 
...  £94. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


M.  F.  Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

...  38  38 

76 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

2  2 

4 

estimated  resident 

—  — 

— 

population  (mid  1941) 

40  40 

80 

18.05. 

Rate  per  1,000 

Still  Births  (Legitimate 

_  2 

2 

(live  and  still-births) 

ft 

M.  F.  Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  .  3  4  7 

Deaths  of  Infants  (legitimate)  under  1  year  ...  3  4  7 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . , .  88. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1.000  legitimate  live  births .  88 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  llegitimate  live  births  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  . . .  1. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . 7. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . , . )...>.. i  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . .  1. 

Total  Deaths,  all  causes  : — .  M. :  30.  F.:32  62. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population:  14.73. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

45  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  were  composed  as  follow: — 


Measles  . 34. 

Diphtheria  . 5. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . (. ..  4. 

Paratyphoid  . 1. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 1. 


All  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Paratyphoid  were  removed  to  Hospi¬ 
tal,  where  one  case  of  Diphtheria  died. 

Two  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  had  been  immunised — they  were  mild  cases  and  made 
a  rapid  recovery.  The  other  three  had  not  been  immunised  and  one  of  them  died.. 

The  case  of  Paratyphoid  was  one  of  an  epidemic  which  was  widespread  over  the 
country.  It  gave  rise  to  some  anxiety  as  to  the  possibilities  of  spread  of  the  disease  but 
fortunately  those  fears  were  not  realised. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  a  table,  showing  the  numbers  of  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious 
Diseases  for  the  last  six  years,  is  given  below  : — 


Year. 

f 

|  Diphtheria. 

1  Scarlet 
j  Fever. 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 
Fevers. 

i 

Erysipelas. 

03 

l 

B 

CD 

0 

Cerebro- Spinal 
Fever. 

H 

1  ^ 

03  -4-3 

r-C  73 

G 

S 

o  to 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Acute 

|  Poliomyelitis. 

C/3 

.2 

C/3 

C3 

CD 

Whooipng 

Cough. 

|  Total. 

1 

1936 

16 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

17 

1937 

1 

5 

— 

3 

5 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

14 

1938 

5 

24 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

1939 

42 

21 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

64 

1940 

2 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

*42 

*16 

77 

1941 

j 

5 

4 

1 

j 

— 

1 

— 

34 

— 

45 

^Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  not  notifiable  before  October,  1939. 


The  general  inference  to  be  drawn  from  this  table  is  (excluding  the  outbreak  of 
Diphtheria  in  1939  which  was  quelled  by  immunisation),  that  so  far  as  Infectious  Diseases 
are  concerned  the  number  of  cases  has  not  been  increased  as  a  result  of  war  privations 
or  deprivations. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified  is  not  a  true  index  of  the  total 
cases  occurring  in  the  district.  The  disease  has  been  so  mild  that  it  is  considered  that 
many  cases  have  not  sought  medical  attention  and  so  have  not  been  notified 


. 

• «  »•*  «(  •  •• 


. 


lmmumnisation  against  Diphtheria  has  been  continued  and  during  the  year  70  chil¬ 
dren  of  pre-school  age  and  79  children  of  school  age  have  been  so  treated.  An  estimation 
of  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  at  the  end  of  the  year  showed  that  of  the  pre¬ 
school  age  children  some  52%  were  immunised  and  of  the  children  of  school  age  67%. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  decided  to  extend  the  facilities  for  immunisation  in 
the  pre-school  age  group,  by  allowing  such  children  to  be  immunised  individually  by  their 
own  Doctors,  instead  of  collecting  them  into  groups. 

It  is  essential,  if  Infectious  Disease  is  to  be  brought  under  rapid  control,  to  have 
available  laboratory  facilities  for  diagnosis  in  doubtful  cases.  Such  assistance  is  easily  ac¬ 
cessible  to  this  district  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  Laboratory.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
be  able  to  report  that  these  facilities  have  been  used  freely  where  necessary,  and  that  19 
examinations  for  Diphtheria,  12  for  Enteric  Fevers,  5  for  Meningitis,  and  3  for  other  con¬ 
ditions  were  made. 

The  arrangements  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  the 
same  as  in  previous  years. 


GENERAL  DISEASES. 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  are  available  for  the  inhabitants 
of  this  district  who  require  hospital  treatment.  Ambulances  required  for  the  transport  of 
patients  are  obtained  from  the  hospitals. 

Malignant  Diseases  are  treated  by  radium  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  where  neces- 
ary,  and  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the  hospital  is  available  for  diagnosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Tuberculosis  organisation  of  the  County  Council  takes  control  of  patients  suf¬ 
fering  from  any  form  of  this  disease;.  The  Medical  Officers  of  this  staff  are  available  for 
consultation,  and  X-ray  examinations  are  made  at  the  various  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 
Sputum  examination  is  also  carried  out  through  the  Dispensaries. 

Four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  two  of  them  being  respiratory  in  type, 
and  two  non-respiratory. 

Three  deaths — twTo  in  males  of  pulmonary  type  and  one  in  females  of  non-pulmonary 
type — occurred. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  eighteen  inhabitants  of  this  district  were  still  on  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Register. 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  SERVICES. 

The  School  Clinic  in  Kestor  Lane  has  continued  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments 
and  Dental  Defects  twice  per  week. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  meets  each  Tuesday  afternoon  and  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
fortnightly  in  the  same  building. 

An  Ophthalmic  Clinic  is  held  once  per  fortnight. 

Where  hospital  treatment  or  accommodation  is  required  for  Maternity  cases,  such 
cases  are  referred  by  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  or  by  the  private  practitioner,  to  the  Mater¬ 
nity  Hospitals  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  or  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

There  is  one  small  Maternity  Home  in  the  district. 

Longridge  and  District  Nursing  Association  provides  Home  Nursing  and  a  Domiciliary 
Maternity  Nursing  Service 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  Preston  Corporation  and  the  purity  of  the  supply 
is  checked  by  bacteriological  tests  in  the  Corporation  Laboratory  which  is  situated  in 
Longridge. 

Refuse  disposal,  scavenging,  and  sewage  disposal  are  carried  out  by  the  Authority, 
and  this  work  has  been  facilitated  by  the  utilisation  of  motor  transport.  The  earth  closets 
and  privies  still  existing  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  area  are  emptied  at  regular  in¬ 
tervals. 

There  were  no  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  in  1941. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1941. 


Number  of  premises  visited  .  390 

Number  of  defects  and  nuisances  found  ...  21 

Number  abated  . 21 

Number  of  informal  notices  .  21 

Statutory  notices  served  . Nil 

Legal  proceedings  . Nil 


SCHOOLS. 

All  the  schools  in  the  district  were  inspected  regularly  and  their  condition  was 
satisfactory.  It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  for  epidemic  disease  during 
the  year. 


CONTROL  OF  THE  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supplied  to  the  schools  was  tested  at  regular  intervals  and  the  quality  was 
satisfactory. 

'Tubercle  Bacillus  was  found  in  the  milk  produced  at  one  farm  in  the  district,  the  cow 
affected  wras  slaughtered. 

Licences  to  produce  and  bottle  Accredited  milk  wTere  issued  by  the  County  Council 
to  two  farms  in  this  area. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1941. 

There  were  no  significant-  changes  in  housing  conditions  during  the  year.  No  new 
houses  wTere  erected  in  1941. 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  54 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  64 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  without  submitting  formal  notices: 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 


sequence  of  informal  action  .  H 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Sections  A.B.C.  and  D . .  Nil. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSE. 

In  June,  1941,  a  licence,  renewable  annually,  was  granted  by  the  Council  to  Ri. 
May,  of  Garstang,  to  slaughter  horses  for  human  consumption  in  the  slaughter  house  in 
Neville  Street.  These  premises  vrere  visited  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  for  the  in¬ 
spection  of  the  carcases,  and  a  defect  found  in  the  drainage  was  rectified. 


Longridge, 
August,  1942. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  G.  WRAY. 


'  •  r 


' 


’ 


